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Bad Omens of Falls of the Former and

Later Shu Kingdoms from Tenth to Eleventh Centuries

HSU Kai-hsiang”

Abstract

How was the fall of the Former and the Later Shu Kingdoms perceived by the locals from
the tenth to eleventh centuries? How did they evaluate these two regimes? The founder of the
Former Shu used auspicious omens to legitimize his rule. While these omens described the
Shu region as a sacred land, accounts of the two Shu Kingdoms varied and at times differed
sharply among byi (miscellaneous notes), biographies, annals, funerary biographies and
literary works. These accounts often focus on inauspicious omens indicating the demise of an
heir apparent or the collapse of the Shu dynasties. However, little scholarly attention is paid
to these accounts, and this paper fills in the gap. In fact, Shu intellectuals sometimes drew a
parallel between the inauspicious omens and the legend of the local divine lord Zitong and
sometimes interpreted these omens with the knowledge of divination. Thus, this paper sheds

new light on the modes of historiographical writing in the Shu region.

Keywords: Former Shu, Later Shu, subjugation, beliefs, Mantic Arts
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