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Changes in the Belief Space of Longnii ci (the
Dragon Lady Shrine) in Song Dynasty Chengdu

Kai-hsiang Hsu

Department of History, National Chi Nan University

This article discusses the four changes concerning the belief space of the
Dragon Lady Shrine in Chengdu during the Song dynasty. I show that
changes in the southwest frontier and urban space in Chengdu were
connected to changes in the sacred space of the Dragon Lady Shrine as
well. The ritual of praying for rain reflected how Dragon Lady showed
her power in the space between Chengdu and Xishan. The migration of a
silk fair executed by Tian Kuang made the secular space around this
shrine more commercial to attract more pilgrims. While earlier studies
paid attention to popular cults to analyze the relationship between state
and local society, this article highlights changes in the belief space of this
shrine as examples of how believers shaped the image of a powerful

goddess in space.

Keywords: Dragon Lady Shrine, Chengdu, belief space, Shu, silkworm

fair
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