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Ideation and Formulation of the
Temporary Provisions Effective During
the Period of National Mobilization for

Suppression of the Communist Rebellion
in 1948

Liang-ching Wang"

Abstract

Previous studies generally believe that the formulation of the “Temporary
Provisions Effective During the Period of National Mobilization for Suppression of
the Communist Rebellion” in 1948 was the product of high-ranking Kuomintang
cadres trying to expand the powers of the presidency in exchange for Chiang
Kai-shek’s promise to participate in the first presidential election at the National
Assembly of that year. This article, however, using the diaries of key figures and
original archival sources, argues that the Temporary Provisions was a substantive
draft of constitutional amendment that Chiang Kai-shek had already taken the
initiative to prepare since the end of 1947. It thus reflected the process of Chiang's
thinking about how, should he become president in near future, to create a certain
legitimate path in avoiding the constraints of the Constitution on the exercise of
power and in dealing with the current national chaos. The draft was then revised
with suggestions from the core cadres and eventually adopted following cross-
party wrestling behind the scenes at the National Assembly. The revisions modified
elements of absolute power in the presidency and added provisions to appease
delegates to the National Assembly. The implementation of the Temporary

Provisions and its subsequent amendments demonstrated the intertwined

Associate Professor, Department of History, National Chi Nan University
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relationship between the mobilization-suppression system and the constitutional
system, which had a far-reaching impact on the history of the Republic of China.
Through detailed research, this article reveals how the two systems corresponded
and connected at their beginnings.

Keywords: Temporary Provisions Effective During the Period of National
Mobilization for Suppression of the Communist Rebellion; Chiang
Kai-shek; Suppression of the Communist Rebellion; Implementation
of the Constitution; Presidential Election
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