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Yao Wenxie, A County Magistrate and Local
Gazetteer Compiler in Early Qing

TANG , Li-chung’

Abstract

During his two years of serving as the county magistrate of Xiongxian
between 1669 and 1671, Yao Wenxie coped with the administrative
challenges that were characteristics of North China in early Qing. His long-
lasting achievement, however, was the compilation of the first local gazetteer
of Xiongxian in the Qing dynasty. This gazetteer not only provides us with
a rare record of the social landscape of Xiongxian, but also reveals the
conflicts between Yao and the local elites. This gazetteer is also testimony to

Yao’s cultivation of an image of himself as a moral and competent official.

Keywords: Early Qing, Yao Wenxie, Xiongxian, Xiongsheng, local

gazetteers
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