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A Textual Study of “Lady Fan (Fan
Juren # % A)” in the Traditions of
Divine Transcendents (Shenxian
zhuan #4h4%)

Kai-hsiang Hsu

This article analyzes the story dfady Fan (Fan fureri® &5k A
in Ge Hongs E it (283-343he Traditions of Divine Transcendents
(Shenxian auaniii{|[[{#) written by, and illustrates that even though
the Lady Farwas depicted as aDaoist master, she still had s teepro
her ability by defeating her husband Liu Gang. Thisves, firstly,
the tradition that female immortalswere usually always
accompanied by male immortals in early Daoist literature
Secondly, this article categorizes all the differesubsequent
versions of the story of Lady Fan into four typesiemmonstrate that
since the late Tang, the depiction of Lady Fan becanore and
more independent from the character of Liu Gang i Boist

literatures.

Keywords. Ge Hong, The Traditions of Divine Transcendents
(Shen-xian-zhuan), Lady Fan (Fan furen), Liu Gang, female

immortal



